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I, Ronald A. Johnston, a co-inventor to the invention described in this patent application, 
hereby declare as follows: 

1. The purpose of this Declaration is to describe to the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office a series of events which, in the opinion of Applicants, do not constitute prior 
art, but are submitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office for its consideration. 

2. I am one of the co-inventors of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/678,579. 

3. I am enclosing as Attachment A, a presentation made by the assignee 
LeTourneau, Inc. at a presentation in 2004. The slide or computer screen of Attachment A is 
entitled SR DEVELOPMENT TIMELINE. Various references are made to developments of 
LeTourneau, Inc. from 1996 through 2003. 
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Dear Sir: 



4. This patent application is entitled Vehicle for Materials Handling and Other 
Industrial Uses, and is directed to a heavy-duty vehicle adapted for use in an industrial 
environment, comprising a heavy-duty vehicle frame, a plurality of wheels mounted with the 
vehicle frame, each of the wheels being adapted for engaging with a surface such as land, an 
engine mounted with the vehicle frame, an electrical generator operably engaged with and driven 
by the engine, a first switched reluctant (SR) motor operably engaging a first wheel of the 
plurality wheels, the first SR motor powered by the electrical generator, and a digital control 
system coupled to the SR motor for controlling the SR motor individually, and for driving the 
vehicle. In one embodiment, a heavy-duty materials handling system is mounted with the vehicle 
frame. In another embodiment, a single SR motor may drive multiple wheels of the vehicle. In 
another embodiment, multiple SR motors may be used, each driving individual wheels of the 
vehicle. 

5. The invention described in this patent application and in the above paragraph was 
not completed until 2003. The drive system, design, development, manufacturing and supply, 
including the digital control system coupled to one or more SR motors for controlling the SR 
motors individually and for driving the vehicle, was not completed until the summer of 2003. 
On August 18, 2003, a prototype vehicle known as the L-1350 was completed and sent to TXU 
(Texas Utilities) for testing under the control of the assignee. LeTourneau, Inc., who received no 
payments from TXU during the period of the testing. While no express agreement was signed as 
to confidentiality, the personnel at TXU had no access to the internal components of the L-1350, 
so could not have obtained any information regarding this invention, and so confidentiality was 
certainly implied. 
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6. A lease agreement between LeTourneau, Inc. and TXU was signed in January 

2004. 

7. I hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Date: (L^ J ,2004 By: %^£<J Q : (-^ 

J Ronald A.^hnston 
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